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Episode 2 – Lt. Col. Matthew Taranto – The Uniqueness of an NPS Ph.D
Lt. Col. Matthew Taranto discuss the what makes the NPS PhD program unique, Aerospace
in the Air Force and the gift of education. This episode was recorded on 23 Jun 2020.  
  
Your browser does not support the audio element.
Matthew T. Taranto is a U.S. Air Force Senior Biomedical Science Corps Officer and is
currently an in-residence Modeling and Simulation/Human Systems Integration Ph.D.
student at the United States Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California. He was
last assigned to Air University at Maxwell AFB as an Air Command and Staff College
student earning a graduate degree in Military Operational Art and Science. Before that, he
was assigned to the 711th Human Performance Wing as the Chief of Human Systems
Integration Analysis Division and as Technical Advisor to the Human Systems Integration
Directorate, 711th Human Performance Wing, Air Force Research Laboratory, Wright
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. He was responsible for directing and advising Human
Systems Integration execution across the Air Force Medical Service and in U.S. Air Force
acquisition programs while directly overseeing tactical Human Systems Integration
implementation for high-visibility programs. Matt was commissioned in the U.S. Air Force
in 2003 after graduating from Northern Arizona University. He has held various
assignments spanning five Air Force Commands and numerous Physiology missions,
including serving as the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds and Weapons School Aerospace and
Operational Physiologist. He has served on high visibility aviation Safety Investigation
Boards that have directly impacted the safety of flight across the U.S. Air Force. Lt. Col.
Taranto is an Aerospace Medical Association Board Certified Senior Aerospace
Physiologist, a Defense Acquisition University Certified Acquisition Level II
Science/Technology Management and Engineering Professional, and a distinguished
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graduate of the United States Naval Postgraduate School. 
The Trident Room Podcast is brought to you by the Naval Postgraduate School Alumni
Association and the Naval Postgraduate School Foundation. npsfoundation.org 
For comments, suggestions, and critiques, please email us
at TridentRoomPodcastHost@nps.edu, and find us online at nps.edu/tridentroompodcast.
Thank you! 
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Views expressed in this interview are those of the individuals and do not reflect the official
policy or position of the U.S. Government, the Department of Defense, the US Navy, or the
Naval Postgraduate School. 
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